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Night of the Assassin is the gritty, edge-of-your seat prequel to King of Swords. A no-holds-barred,
breakneck-paced thriller, Night of the Assassin charts the early years of El Rey - the King of Swords - a
super-assassin responsible for some of the world's most spectacular and daring executions.

Framed against the backdrop of present-day Mexico's brutal narco-trafficking violence, Night of the Assassin
chronicles the making of a monster - a cold-blooded, ruthless killing machine. Raw, disturbing, edgy and
unflinching, this epic saga defies convention to create a roller-coaster of intrigue, suspense and thrills that
will leave even the most jaded thriller aficionados gasping for breath.

++

A Q & A for Night of the Assassin with bestselling author Russell Blake

Question: Night of the Assassin uses often bloody, shocking imagery. Why write the novel that way?

Russell Blake: I wanted to write a barreling, no-holds-barred Lamborghini of a book, with unexpected twists
and turns that left you with your stomach in knots, afraid to turn off the lights. Mexico's drug war sees over
eight thousand people dead every year from cartel violence that's savage and ruthless. I wanted to capture
that lurid, blood-soaked reality and make it visceral, make it real for the reader, and also leave them feeling
like they'd been through a disturbing, tangible experience. I used a variety of techniques to achieve that, and
the evocative and shocking scenes are one of them. There are a few images that will have readers cringing
and will cause nightmares, so this isn't for the faint of heart.

Q: Night of the Assassin is the prequel to King of Swords. Why write this after that novel was released?

RB: The villain of KOS is El Rey, the assassin who uses the tarot card, the King of Swords, as his signature.
After I finished writing KOS, I couldn't get him out of my head, and I immediately started writing Night. It
was like a compulsion, and I couldn't shake it. So I got it onto paper as immediately as I could, so I wouldn't
lose the essence of the character. The result, I've been told, does KOS justice.

Q: Night of the Assassin is set in Mexico, as well as Australia. The descriptions are very vivid. Have you
ever been there?

RB: I live in Mexico, so the descriptions better jump off the page. And I spent a lot of time knocking around
Australia, so I'm more than passing familiar with all the locations in the book.

Q: What is your ideal reader like?

RB: My readers are intelligent, savvy, jaded, and demand a lot out of their thrillers. I write for those who
have read all the big names, and I expect my work to be compared against the Forsyths and Ludlums of the



world. I write my thrillers even faster-paced, so they'll show positively and leave a lasting impression. I grew
up on Day of the Jackal and The Bourne trilogy, and that's the level I try to write to every page. Even though
Night is a prequel, it's designed to knock readers' socks off from the first sentences.

Q: Some of the scenes are so graphic they make you wince. Have you gotten flack for that?

RB: I had a few readers say they were reading between their fingers as they hid their eyes. That tells me I did
my job as a storyteller. I think good fiction should take you out of reality, and some of the scenes in Night
will stay with you long after the book's done. The scenes are paced for specific effect, & I like how they
wound up working.

Q: You use flashbacks in the early chapters of the book. Why use that technique?

RB: Sometimes you can allude to things in a character's past, but other times it's better to bring the reader to
the event in order to make it more vivid. There were a few seminal events I felt needed to be memorialized
as whole sections based in the past rather than discussed as part of the present. Flashbacks are the best
mechanism to accomplish that I know of.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

The book Night of the Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Night of the
Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Night of the Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lois Silvey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Night of the Assassin:
(Assassin Series Prequel) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Jessie Nathan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Night
of the Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Carla Helton:

Beside that Night of the Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Night of the Assassin: (Assassin Series Prequel) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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