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Step aboard the floating cities that patrol international waters, launch aircraft from their decks, and
decide the fate of war. Behold the king of naval warfare: the aircraft carrier.

Soon after the Wright Brothers' historic flight in 1903, officials explored the airplane's military applications.
The seaplane and the flying boat were conceived to combine air and naval operations, but their potential
proved limited. Aircraft that could operate from the deck of a ship, however, offered tremendous
possibilities. A few visionaries seized the opportunity, and by mid-century the aircraft carrier eclipsed the
battleship as the preeminent weapon of naval warfare.

Since the first successful launch of an airplane from the deck of a naval ship in 1910, "fighting flattops" have
evolved into immense, nuclear-powered vessels--floating cities capable of launching dozens of aircraft
performing a variety of missions, including attack, escort, antisubmarine patrol, and deterrence. This
illustrated history covers that evolution, from the first tentative steps taken by naval aviators before World
War I to the roles these massive ships have played in the War on Terror. While author Michael Haskew
focuses on US Navy carriers, he also provides coverage of parallel and competing carrier developments
overseas. In addition to explaining the technologies behind past and present carriers and their aircraft,
Haskew reexamines major engagements involving carriers, especially the epic Pacific battles of World War
II, as well as personalities who were central to carrier development and deployment and naval doctrine
relating to carriers.

Filled with carefully curated period photography and modern images showing aircraft carriers throughout the
decades, Aircraft Carriers is a celebration of naval warfare's most important innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Penny Laughlin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Aircraft Carriers: The
Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Larry Valadez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Aircraft Carriers:
The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Aircraft Carriers: The
Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships become your own starter.

Carl Johnson:

This Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships is great reserve for
you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

John Coffin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Aircraft Carriers: The Illustrated History of the World's Most Important Warships offer you a new



experience in looking at a book.
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