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Pretty Modern is a riveting account of Brazil’s emergence as a global leader in plastic surgery. Intrigued by a
Carnaval parade that mysteriously paid homage to a Rio de Janeiro plastic surgeon, anthropologist Alexander
Edmonds conducted research that took him from Ipanema socialite circles to glitzy telenovela studios to the
packed waiting rooms of public hospitals offering free cosmetic surgery. The result is provocative
exploration of the erotic, commercial, and intimate aspects of beauty in a nation with extremes of wealth and
poverty and a reputation for natural sensuality. Drawing on conversations with maids and their elite
mistresses, divorced housewives, black celebrities, and favela residents aspiring to be fashion models,
Edmonds analyzes what sexual desirability means and does for women in different social positions. He
argues that beauty is a distinct realm of modern experience that does not simply reflect other inequalities. It
mimics the ambiguous emancipatory potential of capital, challenging traditional hierarchies while luring
consumers into a sexual culture that reduces the body to the brute biological criteria of attractiveness.
Illustrated with color photographs, Pretty Modern offers a fresh theoretical perspective on the significance of
female beauty in consumer capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salls:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil.
Try to face the book Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil as your friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Johnna Chapin:

This Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil without we comprehend teach the
one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Pretty
Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil can bring any time you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Pretty
Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Charlene Martinez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Pretty Modern: Beauty,
Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Amanda Bernard:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic
Surgery in Brazil can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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