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Fiction has become nearly synonymous with literature itself, as if Homer and Dante and Pynchon were all
engaged in the same basic activity. But one difficulty with this view is simply that a literature trafficking in
openly invented characters is a quite recent development. Novelists before the nineteenth century ceaselessly
asserted that their novels were true stories, and before that, poets routinely took their basic plots and heroes
from the past. We have grown accustomed to thinking of the history of literature and the novel as a
progression from the ideal to the real. Yet paradoxically, the modern triumph of realism is also the triumph
of a literature that has shed all pretense to literalness.

Before Fiction: The Ancien Régime of the Novel offers a new understanding of the early history of the genre
in England and France, one in which writers were not slowly discovering a type of fictionality we now take
for granted but rather following a distinct set of practices and rationales. Nicholas D. Paige reinterprets
Lafayette's La Princesse de Clèves, Rousseau's Julie, ou la Nouvelle Héloïse, Diderot's La Religieuse, and
other French texts of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in light of the period's preoccupation with
literal truth. Paige argues that novels like these occupied a place before fiction, a pseudofactual realm that in
no way leads to modern realism. The book provides an alternate way of looking at a familiar history, and in
its very idiom and methodology charts a new course for how we should study the novel and think about the
evolution of cultural forms.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Harlow:

Here thing why this particular Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Before
Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the
Novel in e-book can be your alternative.

Terry White:

The book Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Priscilla Garcia:

Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Before Fiction:
The Ancien Regime of the Novel however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Julia Barr:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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