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Fleeing the murderous Pol Pot regime, Cambodian refugees arrive in America as at once the victims and the
heroes of America's misadventures in Southeast Asia; and their encounters with American citizenship are
contradictory as well. Service providers, bureaucrats, and employers exhort them to be self-reliant,
individualistic, and free, even as the system and the culture constrain them within terms of ethnicity, race,
and class. Buddha Is Hiding tells the story of Cambodian Americans experiencing American citizenship from
the bottom-up. Based on extensive fieldwork in Oakland and San Francisco, the study puts a human face on
how American institutions—of health, welfare, law, police, church, and industry—affect minority citizens as
they negotiate American culture and re-interpret the American dream.

In her earlier book, Flexible Citizenship, anthropologist Aihwa Ong wrote of elite Asians shuttling across the
Pacific. This parallel study tells the very different story of "the other Asians" whose route takes them from
refugee camps to California's inner-city and high-tech enclaves. In Buddha Is Hiding we see these refugees
becoming new citizen-subjects through a dual process of being-made and self-making, balancing religious
salvation and entrepreneurial values as they endure and undermine, absorb and deflect conflicting lessons
about welfare, work, medicine, gender, parenting, and mass culture. Trying to hold on to the values of family
and home culture, Cambodian Americans nonetheless often feel that "Buddha is hiding." Tracing the
entangled paths of poor and rich Asians in the American nation, Ong raises new questions about the form
and meaning of citizenship in an era of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone
has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that
about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia
until university need this kind of Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America (California
Series in Public Anthropology) to read.

Stephen Hill:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New
America (California Series in Public Anthropology) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Gary Muldowney:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America (California Series
in Public Anthropology) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Curtis Waters:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the
New America (California Series in Public Anthropology) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America (California Series in Public
Anthropology) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading



that.
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