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Country Music Hall of Fame member Jean Shepard's autobiography, "Down Through The Years" took about
15 years to write. It's an honest recollection of her career and life. She started playing as a teenager and
signed with Capitol in 1952. In 1953 she had her first hit with "A Dear John Letter," a duet with Ferlin
Husky. At the time, you had to be 21 to tour, so her dad signed a release for Ferlin to be her guardian. She
found out that "A Dear John Letter" had topped the Billboard charts from LA to Bakersfield, CA, from Buck
Owens. "Buck Owens was in the car with us, and we were going from Bakersfield to LA to cut another
session. The guys in the car were betting where the record was going to be on the charts. I didn't know about
Billboard when we stopped and picked one up. Buck looked at it and threw it in the back seat to me and said
'How does it feel to have a Number 1 record?" I said, 'Are you kidding me?' It was a thrill - totally
unexpected." Shepard worked extra hard to develop her career, as female vocalists were not in vogue, with
only Kitty Wells being a dominant force before her. She smiles when she remembers Hank Williams saying
to her, 'There ain't many women in country music.' I said 'I know sir, I'm fixin' to change that.' Shepard had
45 hits on the singles chart between 1953 and 1978, including her signature hit, "Second Fiddle To An Old
Guitar." from 1964. Her marriages included a tragically short union with Hawkshaw Hawkins who died in a
1963 plane crash, and her 45-year marriage to Benny Birchfield. She also laments that the business is a lot
different now than it used to be, and that goes far beyond the music. "We used to have a lot of characters at
the Grand Ole Opry - Lonzo & Oscar, Stringbean, Grandpa Jones - they were characters. I miss that
camaraderie with those wonderful people. I loved everyone of them."
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Down Through The Years. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Down Through
The Years. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book
or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Allison Walters:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own personal free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Down Through The Years can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.

James Martin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Down Through The Years.

Jessie Adams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Down Through The Years why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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