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Picturing the City takes an innovative look at the group of urban realists known as the Ashcan School, and at
the booming cultures of vision and representation in early twentieth-century New York. Offering fresh
insights into the development of modern cities and modern art in America, Rebecca Zurier considers what it
meant to live in a city where strangers habitually watched each other and public life seemed to consist of
continual display, as new classes of immigrants and working women claimed their places in the metropolis.
Through her study of six artists—George Bellows, William Glackens, Robert Henri, George Luks, Everett
Shinn, and John Sloan—Zurier illuminates the quest for new forms of realism to describe changes in urban
life, commercial culture, and codes of social conduct in the early 1900s.

Synthesizing visual and literary analysis with urban cultural history, Picturing the City focuses new attention
on the materiality and design process of pictures. The author scrutinizes all manner of visual activity, from
the pandemonium of comics to the mise-en-scene of early movies, from the mark of an individual pen stroke
to a glance on the street, from illustrators’ manuals to ambitious paintings that became icons of American art.
By situating the Ashcan School within its proper visual culture, Zurier opens up the question of what the
artists’ “realism” meant at a time when many other forms of representation, including journalism and
cinema, were competing to define “real life” in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

David Bergeron:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Picturing the City: Urban Vision and the
Ashcan School will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Allen Schlemmer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Picturing the City:
Urban Vision and the Ashcan School is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Therese Webb:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Picturing the City: Urban Vision and the Ashcan School can be your answer as it
can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Victor Hubbard:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Picturing the City: Urban Vision and the Ashcan School can make you sense more interested to read.
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