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"Depression. Desertion. Disease. The Army of the Potomac faced a trio of unrelenting enemies during the
winter of 1863. Following the catastrophic defeat at the battle of Fredericksburg in December of 1862, the
army settled into winter quarters?and despair settled into the army. Morale sank to its lowest level of the war
while desertions reached an all-time high. Illness packed the hospitals. Political intrigues, careerist schemes,
and harsh winter weather demoralized everyone. Even the army’s livestock suffered, with more than 1,000
horses and mules dying every week.

Major General Joseph Hooker, a pugnacious tactician aptly nicknamed “Fighting Joe,” took command of the
army. And then a remarkable thing happened: a man known for his hardscrabble battlefield tenacity showed
an amazing brilliance for organization and leadership. With Chief of Staff Dan Butterfield working alongside
him, Hooker literally rebuilt the army from the bottom up. In addition to instituting vital logistical, ordnance,
and administrative reforms, he insisted on proper troop care and rigorous inspections and battle drills.
Hooker doled out promotions and furloughs by merit, conducted large-scale raids, streamlined the army’s
command and control, and fielded a new cavalry corps and military intelligence organization.

Hooker’s war on poor discipline and harsh conditions revitalized a dying army and instilled individual and
unit pride. During this 93-day resurgence, the Army of the Potomac reversed its fortunes and set itself on the
path to ultimate victory. No other American citizen-army at war has engineered a more complete turnaround
in the field. Hooker’s achievement represents nothing less than the greatest non-battle turning point since
Valley Forge in the American Revolution?a linkage recognized by hundreds of contemporary soldiers and
civilian participants. Modern historians, however, have either failed to notice or have made only a passing
reference to that link.

Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac’s “Valley Forge” is the first in-depth examination of one of the
war’s true crucial turning points, a time when the army nearly dissolved from its own despair even as the
nation depended on that body of bayonets to defend the promises implied by the Emancipation Proclamation.
Authors Albert Conner and Chris Mackowski ground their research in hundreds of primary sources and let
the soldiers speak, from the lowest private to the highest general. The result is a rich and satisfying portrait of
an overlooked success story that made Appomattox Court House in 1865 possible.

Here, finally, is the full story of how the citizen-soldiers of the Army of the Potomac overcame adversity,
seized their destiny, and saved the nation through leadership, perseverance, patriotism, and faith."
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's
"Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Seizing Destiny: The Army of the
Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Barrientes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and
the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Seizing Destiny: The Army
of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union is not only giving you far
more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Seizing Destiny: The Army
of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union. You never sense lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Jeanne Newman:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's
"Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union is simple to deliver you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Frances Stone:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list will be Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge"
and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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