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How did a thirteenth-century Italian friar become one of the best-loved saints in America? Around the nation
today, St. Francis of Assisi is embraced as the patron saint of animals, beneficently presiding over hundreds
of Blessing of the Animals services on October 4, St. Francis's Catholic feast day. Not only Catholics,
however, but Protestants and other Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and nonreligious Americans
commonly name him as one of their favorite spiritual figures. Drawing on a dazzling array of art, music,
drama, film, hymns, and prayers, Patricia Appelbaum explains what happened to make St. Francis so
familiar and meaningful to so many Americans.

Appelbaum traces popular depictions and interpretations of St. Francis from the time when non-Catholic
Americans "discovered" him in the nineteenth century to the present. From poet to activist, 1960s hippie to
twenty-first-century messenger to Islam, St. Francis has been envisioned in ways that might have surprised
the saint himself. Exploring how each vision of St. Francis has been shaped by its own era, Appelbaum
reveals how St. Francis has played a sometimes countercultural but always aspirational role in American
culture. St. Francis's American story also displays the zest with which Americans borrow, lend, and share
elements of their religious lives in everyday practice.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint.

Joyce Cassady:

The particular book St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most
Popular Saint has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert Alleman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The St. Francis of
America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint giving you another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Henry Buford:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular
Saint. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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