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Mary Ellen Pleasant arrived in Gold Rush-era San Francisco as a free black woman with abolitionist
convictions and a predilection for entrepreneurial success. Behind the convenient and trusted disguise of
'Mammy', she transformed domestic labor into enterprise, amassed remarkable real estate, wealth, and
power, and gained notoriety for her work in fighting Jim Crow. Pleasant's legacy is steeped in scandals and
lore. Was she a voodoo queen who traded in sexual secrets? A madam? A murderer?In "The Making of
Mammy Pleasant", Lynn M. Hudson examines the folklore of Pleasant's real and imagined powers.
Emphasizing the significance of her life in the context of how it has been interpreted or ignored in the larger
trends of American history, Hudson integrates fact and speculation culled from periodicals, court cases,
diaries, letters, Pleasant's interviews with the San Francisco press, and various biographical and fictional
accounts. Addressing the lack of a historical record of black women's lives, the author argues that the
silences and mysteries of Pleasant's past, whether never recorded or intentionally omitted, reveal as much
about her life as what has been documented. Through Pleasant's life, Hudson also interrogates the
constructions of race, gender, and sexuality during the formative years of California's economy and
challenges popular mythology about the liberatory sexual culture of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

The book The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Women in American History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Making of "Mammy
Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American History)? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Making of "Mammy Pleasant":
A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American History) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Guyton:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Making of
"Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American
History) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Yvonne Casey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Women in American History) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San
Francisco (Women in American History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Fern Marshall:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Making of "Mammy



Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Women in American History) to
make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
guide The Making of "Mammy Pleasant": A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Women in American History) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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