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The massacre of Canudos In 1897 is a pivotal episode in Brazilian social history. Looking at the event
through the eyes of the inhabitants, Levine challenges traditional interpretations and gives weight to the fact
that most of the Canudenses were of mixed-raced descent and were thus perceived as opponents to progress
and civilization.

In 1897 Brazilian military forces destroyed the millenarian settlement of Canudos, murdering as many as
35,000 pious rural folk who had taken refuge in the remote northeast backlands of Brazil. Fictionalized in
Mario Vargas Llosa's acclaimed novel, War at the End of the World, Canudos is a pivotal episode in
Brazilian social history. When looked at through the eyes of the inhabitants of Canudos, however, this
historical incident lends itself to a bold new interpretation which challenges the traditional polemics on the
subject. While the Canudos movement has been consistently viewed either as a rebellion of crazed fanatics
or as a model of proletarian resistance to oppression, Levine deftly demonstrates that it was, in fact, neither.

Vale of Tears probes the reasons for the Brazilian ambivalence toward its social history, giving much weight
to the fact that most of the Canudenses were of mixed-race descent. They were perceived as opponents to
progress and civilization and, by inference, to Brazil's attempts to "whiten" itself. As a result there are major
insights to be found here into Brazilians' self-image over the past century.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Vale of Tears: Revisiting the Canudos Massacre
in Northeastern Brazil, 1893-1897. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Vale of Tears: Revisiting the Canudos Massacre in
Northeastern Brazil, 1893-1897. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's study.

Joann Hamilton:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Vale of Tears:
Revisiting the Canudos Massacre in Northeastern Brazil, 1893-1897 is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Lien:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Vale of Tears: Revisiting the Canudos Massacre in Northeastern Brazil, 1893-1897.

Thomas Crittenden:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Vale of Tears: Revisiting the Canudos Massacre in Northeastern Brazil, 1893-1897. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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