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This book covers recent advances in efficiency evaluations, most notably Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA)
and Stochastic Frontier Analysis (SFA) methods. It introduces the underlying theories, shows how to make
the relevant calculations and discusses applications. The aim is to make the reader aware of the pros and cons
of the different methods and to show how to use these methods in both standard and non-standard cases.
Several software packages have been developed to solve some of the most common DEA and SFA models.
This book relies on R, a free, open source software environment for statistical computing and graphics. This
enables the reader to solve not only standard problems, but also many other problem variants. Using R, one
can focus on understanding the context and developing a good model. One is not restricted to predefined
model variants and to a one-size-fits-all approach. To facilitate the use of R, the authors have developed an R
package called Benchmarking, which implements the main methods within both DEA and SFA. The book
uses mathematical formulations of models and assumptions, but it de-emphasizes the formal proofs - in part
by placing them in appendices - or by referring to the original sources. Moreover, the book emphasizes the
usage of the theories and the interpretations of the mathematical formulations. It includes a series of small
examples, graphical illustrations, simple extensions and questions to think about. Also, it combines the
formal models with less formal economic and organizational thinking. Last but not least it discusses some
larger applications with significant practical impacts, including the design of benchmarking-based
regulations of energy companies in different European countries, and the development of merger control
programs for competition authorities.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

The particular book Benchmarking with DEA, SFA, and R (International Series in Operations Research &
Management Science) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to
write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Paul McKinney:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Benchmarking with DEA, SFA, and R (International Series in
Operations Research & Management Science) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at
this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Benchmarking with DEA, SFA, and R (International Series in Operations Research & Management
Science).

Theodore Pritchard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Benchmarking with
DEA, SFA, and R (International Series in Operations Research & Management Science).

Josephine Mares:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Benchmarking with DEA, SFA, and R (International Series in Operations Research & Management Science)
when you required it?
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