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Known as an ‘anthropologist of everyday life,’ Margaret Visser has, in five award-winning books, uncovered
and illuminated the intriguing and unexpected meanings of everyday objects and habits. Now she turns her
keen eye to another custom so frequently encountered that it often escapes notice: saying ‘Thank you.’ What
do we really mean by these two simple words?

This fascinating inquiry into all aspects of gratitude ranges from the unusual determination with which
parents teach their children to thank, to the difference between speaking the words and feeling them, to the
ways different cultures handle the complex matters of giving, receiving, and returning favors and presents.
Visser illuminates the fundamental opposition in our own culture between gift-giving and commodity
exchange, and the similarities between gratitude and its opposite, vengefulness. The Gift of Thanks considers
cultural history, including the modern battle of social scientists to pin down the notion of thankfulness and
account for it, and the newly awakened scientific interest in the biological and evolutionary roots of
emotions.

With her engaging combination of curiosity and erudition, Visser once again reveals the extraordinary in the
everyday.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Howell:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and
Rituals of Gratitude to read.

Charles Melendez:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Gift of Thanks: The
Roots and Rituals of Gratitude is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

George Hyler:

The guide untitled The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude is the e-book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sheila Collins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals
of Gratitude.
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