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Just over thirty years ago, Dan Kilgore ignited a controversy with his presidential address to the Texas State
Historical Association and its subsequent publication in book form, How Did Davy Die?
After the 1975 release of the first-ever English translation of eyewitness accounts by Mexican army
officer José Enrique de la Peña, Kilgore had the audacity to state publicly that historical sources suggested
Davy Crockett did not die on the ramparts of the Alamo, swinging the shattered remains of his rifle "Old
Betsy." Rather, Kilgore asserted, Mexican forces took Crockett captive and then executed him on Santa
Anna's order.

Soon after the publication of How Did Davy Die?, the London Daily Mail associated Kilgore with "the
murder of a myth;" he became the subject of articles in Texas Monthly and the Wall Street Journal; and some
who considered his historical argument an affront to a treasured American icon delivered personal insults
and threats of violence.

Now, in this enlarged, commemorative edition, James E. Crisp, a professional historian and a participant in
the debates over the De la Peña diary, reconsiders the heated disputation surrounding How Did Davy Die?
and poses the intriguing follow-up question, “. . . And Why Do We Care So Much?” 

Crisp reviews the origins and subsequent impact of Kilgore’s book, both on the historical hullabaloo and on
the author. Along the way, he provides fascinating insights into methods of historical inquiry and the use—or
non-use—of original source materials when seeking the truth of events that happened in past centuries. He
further examines two aspects of the debate that Kilgore shied away from: the place and function of myth in
culture, and the racial overtones of some of the responses to Kilgore’s work.
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From reader reviews:

Jillian Diaz:

This book untitled How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma
Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Leroy Mallett:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting How Did Davy Die? And Why
Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and
Southwest) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react to
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may
pick How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) become your own starter.

Jeffery Chavis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this How Did Davy Die? And Why Do
We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest)
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We
Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book
by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Erica Northern:

This How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We



Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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