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Jesus taught his followers that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter heaven. Yet by the fall of Rome, the church was becoming rich beyond measure. Through the Eye of a
Needle is a sweeping intellectual and social history of the vexing problem of wealth in Christianity in the
waning days of the Roman Empire, written by the world's foremost scholar of late antiquity.

Peter Brown examines the rise of the church through the lens of money and the challenges it posed to an
institution that espoused the virtue of poverty and called avarice the root of all evil. Drawing on the writings
of major Christian thinkers such as Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Brown examines the controversies and
changing attitudes toward money caused by the influx of new wealth into church coffers, and describes the
spectacular acts of divestment by rich donors and their growing influence in an empire beset with crisis. He
shows how the use of wealth for the care of the poor competed with older forms of philanthropy deeply
rooted in the Roman world, and sheds light on the ordinary people who gave away their money in hopes of
treasure in heaven.

Through the Eye of a Needle challenges the widely held notion that Christianity's growing wealth sapped
Rome of its ability to resist the barbarian invasions, and offers a fresh perspective on the social history of the
church in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

The book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the
West, 350-550 AD can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of
Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD? Some of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making
of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Maureen Guzman:

This Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West,
350-550 AD book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Through the Eye of a
Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry
Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550
AD can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome,
and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Wendy Ray:

The feeling that you get from Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of
Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into
the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550
AD giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific
Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550
AD instantly.



Judith Bowman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is actually Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the
Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD.
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