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November 1917. The American troops were poorly trained, deficient in military equipment and doctrine, not
remotely ready for armed conflict on a large scale—and they'd arrived on the Western front to help the
French push back the Germans. The story of what happened next—the American Expeditionary Force's trial
by fire on the brutal battlefields of France—is told in full for the first time in Thunder and Flames.

Where history has given us some perspective on the individual battles of the period—at Cantigny, Chateau
Thierry, Belleau Wood, the Marne River, Soissons, and little-known Fismette—they appear here as part of a
larger series of interconnected operations, all conducted by Americans new to the lethal killing fields of
World War I and guided by the battle-tested French. Following the AEF from their initial landing to their
emergence as an independent army in late September 1918, this book presents a complex picture of how,
learning warfare on the fly, sometimes with devastating consequences, the American force played a critical
role in blunting and then rolling back the German army's drive toward Paris. The picture that emerges is at
once sweeping in scope and rich in detail, with firsthand testimony conjuring the real mud and blood of the
combat that Edward Lengel so vividly describes. Official reports and documents provide the strategic and
historical context for these ground-level accounts, from the perspective of the Germans as well as the
Americans and French.

Battle by battle, Thunder and Flames reveals the cost of the inadequacies in U.S. training, equipment,
logistics, intelligence, and command, along with the rifts in the Franco-American military marriage. But it
also shows how, by trial and error, through luck and ingenuity, the AEF swiftly became the independent
fighting force of General John "Blackjack" Pershing's long-held dream—its divisions ultimately among the
most combat-effective military forces to see the war through.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

With other case, little people like to read book Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat,
1917-1918 (Modern War Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a book Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-
1918 (Modern War Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Justin Price:

The book Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918
(Modern War Studies) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like wide open and read a reserve Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-
1918 (Modern War Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Anthony Hubbard:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Thunder and Flames: Americans in
the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Adela Valenti:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,



book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918
(Modern War Studies) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here
is why this book suited all of you.
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