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"An important and original book with dazzling insights . . . it challenges some widely held views of both the
political and cinematic components of contemporary America, and it should certainly evoke a goodly share
of indignation as well as admiration."--H. Bruce Franklin, author of MIA or Mythmaking in America "Hard
Bodies is a real page-turner in which Susan Jeffords reveals how in the 1980s Ronald Reagan, Rambo, and
Robocop came together at our own fitness clubs in a way that transformed crucial numbers of movie-going,
Nautilus-devoted American white men into anti-Communist presidential voters. This serious book is sure to
change how we make sense of Hollywood's gendered maintenance of the Cold War."--Cynthia Enloe, author
of The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End of the Cold War Hard Bodies looks at some of the most
popular films of the Reagan era and examines how the characters, themes, and stories presented in them
often helped to reinforce and disseminate the policies, programs, and beliefs of the "Reagan Revolution." In
particular, because Ronald Reagan was himself most often portrayed in terms that emphasized his strength,
toughness, and assertiveness, one of the key images of the Reagan era was that of masculinity itself. But the
Reagan era also promoted a concept of the nation as gendered, strong, tough, and assertive, like the President
who seemed to epitomize the United States in its confrontation with the "evil" Soviet empire, the Sandinista
government, or the drug-trading cartels. Action-adventure films of the 1980s accentuated these qualities, not
only as foreign policy methods but also as domestic agendas, putting forward the American "hard body" as
the solution to the nation's foreign and domestic failings. Through her illuminating and detailed analyses of
both the Reagan presidency and many blockbuster movies, Susan Jeffords provides a scenario within which
the successes of the New Right and the Reagan presidency can begin to be understood. Rambo, Lethal
Weapon, Die Hard, Robocop, Back to the Future, Star Wars, the Indiana Jones series, Mississippi Burning,
Rain Man, Batman, and Unforgiven are among the films she discusses. Susan Jeffords is a professor of
English and director of Women's Studies at the University of Washington. She is the author of The
Remasculization of America: Gender and the Vietnam War, and co-editor of Seeing Through the Media: The
Persian Gulf War (Rutgers University Press).
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

This Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era
can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Alberta Townsend:

Often the book Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the
Reagan Era is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Gary Ritchie:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era this publication consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Knight:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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