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The Market of Virtue - Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society is a contribution to the present
controversy between liberalism and communitarianism. This controversy is not only confined to academic
circles but is becoming of increasing interest to a wider public. It has become popular again today to criticize
a liberal market society as being a society in which morality and virtues are increasingly being displaced by
egoism and utility maximization. According to this view the competition between individuals and the
dissolution of community ties erode the respect for the interests of others and undermine the commitment to
the common good. The present book, however, develops quite a different picture of a liberal society. An
analysis of its fundamental principles shows that anonymous market-relations and competition are by no
means the only traits of a liberal society. Such a society also provides the framework for freedom of
cooperation and association. It gives its citizens the right to cooperate with other people in pursuit of their
own interests. Just as the rivalry between competitors is a basic element of a liberal society so is the
cooperation between partners. Thus not only self-centred individualism is rewarded. The main part of the
book explains how the freedom to cooperate and to establish social ties lays the empirical foundation for the
emergence of civil virtues and moral integrity. It is the basic insight of this analysis that it can no longer be
maintained that a liberal society is incapable of producing moral attitudes and social commitment. If a civil
society can develop under a liberal order, then one can reckon with citizens who voluntarily contribute to
public goods and who commit themselves of their own accord to the society, its constitution and institutions.
However this book not only develops further arguments for the current debate between liberalism and
communitarianism by explaining the emergence of morality and virtue in a market society. It also provides
new aspects for the present theoretical and methodological controversies over the fundaments of the social
sciences and contributes to the advancement of the modern individualistic approach in social theory. In this
context it aims especially at an improvement of a sociological model of behaviour.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

This book untitled The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and
Philosophy Library) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store
or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this publication from your list.

Edward Thompson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal
Society (Law and Philosophy Library) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Benjamin White:

The particular book The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and
Philosophy Library) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Vickie Duke:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law
and Philosophy Library) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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