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This accessible introduction tells the American story of religious liberty from its colonial beginnings to the
latest Supreme Court cases. The authors provide extensive analysis of the formation of the First Amendment
religion clauses and the plausible original intent or understanding of the founders. They describe the
enduring principles of American religious freedom--liberty of conscience, free exercise of religion, religious
equality, religious pluralism, separation of church and state, and no establishment of religion--as those
principles were developed by the founders and applied by the Supreme Court. Successive chapters analyze
the two hundred plus Supreme Court cases on religious freedom--on the free exercise of religion, the roles of
government and religion in education, the place of religion in public life, and the interaction of religious
organizations and the state. A final chapter shows how favorably American religious freedom compares with
international human rights norms and European Court of Human Rights case law.

Lucid, comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and balanced, this volume is an ideal classroom text and armchair
paperback. Detailed appendices offer drafts of each of the religion clauses debated in 1788 and 1789, a table
of all state constitutional laws on religious freedom, and a summary of every Supreme Court case on
religious liberty from 1815 to 2015. Throughout the volume, the authors address frankly and fully the hot
button issues of our day: religious freedom versus sexual liberty, freedom of conscience and its limitations,
religious group rights and the worries about abuse, faith-based legal systems and their place in liberal
democracies, and the fresh rise of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and anti-Christianity in America and abroad.

For this new edition, the authors have updated each chapter in light of new scholarship and new Supreme
Court case law (through the 2015 term) and have added an appendix mapping some of the cutting edge
issues of religious liberty and church-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

The experience that you get from Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Religion and the American Constitutional
Experiment instantly.

Alice Black:

The particular book Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Jennifer Garrison:

This Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment is great e-book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Harvey Sanchez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment can make you sense more
interested to read.
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