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The purpose of all architecture, writes Christopher Alexander, is to encourage and support life-giving
activity, dreams, and playfulness. But in recent decades, while our buildings are technically better--more
sturdy, more waterproof, more energy efficient-- they have also became progressively more sterile, rarely
providing the kind of environment in which people are emotionally nourished, genuinely happy, and deeply
contented.
Using the example of his building of the Eishin Campus in Japan, Christopher Alexander and his
collaborators reveal an ongoing dispute between two fundamentally different ways of shaping our world.
One system places emphasis on subtleties, on finesse, on the structure of adaptation that makes each tiny part
fit into the larger context. The other system is concerned with efficiency, with money, power and control,
stressing the more gross aspects of size, speed, and profit. This second, "business-as-usual" system,
Alexander argues, is incapable of creating the kind of environment that is able to genuinely support the
emotional, whole-making side of human life. To confront this sterile system, the book presents a new
architecture that we--both as a world-wide civilization, and as individual people and cultures--can create,
using new processes that allow us to build places of human energy and beauty. The book outlines nine ways
of working, each one fully dedicated to wholeness, and able to support day-to-day activities that will make
planning, design and construction possible in an entirely new way, and in more humane ways.
An innovative thinker about building techniques and planning, Christopher Alexander has attracted a
devoted following. Here he introduces a way of building that includes the best current practices, enriched by
a range of new processes that support the houses, communities, and health of all who inhabit the Earth.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Battle for the Life and Beauty of the
Earth: A Struggle Between Two World-Systems (Center for Environmental Structure) book since this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Jean Ashburn:

The guide with title The Battle for the Life and Beauty of the Earth: A Struggle Between Two World-
Systems (Center for Environmental Structure) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Ronald Dotson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually The Battle for the Life and Beauty of the Earth: A Struggle Between Two
World-Systems (Center for Environmental Structure).

Diana Erickson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Battle for the Life and
Beauty of the Earth: A Struggle Between Two World-Systems (Center for Environmental Structure) that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
could pick The Battle for the Life and Beauty of the Earth: A Struggle Between Two World-Systems (Center



for Environmental Structure) become your current starter.
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