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FACING THE LION is the autobiographical account of a young girl’s faith and courage. In the years
immediately preceding World War II, Simone Arnold is a young girl who delights in life – her doting
parents, her loving aunts and uncles, and her grandparents at their mountain farm in the Alsace-Lorraine
region of France. As Simone grows into her preteen years, her parents turn from the Catholic Church and
become devout Jehovah’s Witnesses. Simone, too, embraces the faith. The Nazi party (the “Lion”) takes over
Alsace-Lorraine, and Simone’s schools become Nazi propaganda machines. Simone refuses to accept the
Nazi party as being above God. Her simple acts of defiance lead her to be persecuted by the school staff and
local officials, and ignored by friends. With her father already taken away to a German concentration camp,
Simone is wrested away from her mother and sent to a reform school to be “reeducated.” There, Simone
learns that her mother has also been put in a camp. Simone remains in the harsh reform school until the end
of the war. She emerges feeling detached from life, but the faith that sustains her through her ordeals helps
her rebuild her world. Facing the Lion provides an interesting and detailed view of ordinary country and
town life in the pre-war years and during Hitler’s regime. This inspiring story of a young girl standing up for
her beliefs in the face of society’s overwhelming pressure to conform is a potent reminder of the power of
remaining true to one’s beliefs.

“ …a compelling read. As Simone’s daily life changes from the simplicity of her earliest days, we see, with
her, the corrupting impact of German occupation. With her, and through her story, we come to put new
pictures to the familiar story of the Nazi regime. This is a book to read from cover to cover. It is hard not to
be transported into Simone’s world and impossible not to understand, through her, something more about the
terrible years of the Third Reich. Thank you, Simone, for telling us your story.”
Christine E. King, President Staffordshire University, United Kingdom.

SIMONE ARNOLD LIEBSTER, born on August 17, 1930, spent her chidhood years in the region of Alsace,
France. After surviving the period of Nazi terror described in this book, Simone attended art school for fabric
design in Mulhouse, following in the footsteps of her father Adolphe, an art consultant for the Schaefer
fabric printery. In 1952, she attended the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead and has since served full-time
as a Bible educator in France. She married Max Liebster in 1956. In 1989, Simone Liebster became a
member of the founding board for the Cercle Européen des Témoins de Jéhovah Anciens Déportés et
Internés (CETJAD), a European association of Jehovah’s Witness survivors of Nazi persecution. Her
activities with the CETJAD include frequent public appearances. Liebster has spoken in a session about
human rights held by the European Parliament, as well as one held by the Council of Europe in Brussels. She
has visited over 50 cities in France, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Switzerland, England, Canada and the United
States, relating her experiences to educators, students, and the public.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deleon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Facing
the Lion - Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Facing the Lion - Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europeis the
one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Donna Young:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Facing
the Lion - Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe.

Sena Meyer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Facing the Lion - Memoirs
of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Brenda Moulton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Facing the Lion - Memoirs of a Young Girl in
Nazi Europe.
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