
Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An
American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970

(North Texas Military Biography and Memoir
Series)

James T. Gillam

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1574412922
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1574412922
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1574412922


Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American
Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military
Biography and Memoir Series)

James T. Gillam

Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970
(North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) James T. Gillam

In 1968 James T. Gillam was a poorly focused college student at Ohio University who was dismissed and
then drafted into the Army. Unlike most African-Americans who entered the Army then, he became a
Sergeant and an instructor at the Fort McClellan Alabama School of Infantry. In September 1968 he joined
the First Battalion, 22nd Regiment of the 4th Infantry Division in Vietnam. Within a month he transformed
from an uncertain sergeant—who tried to avoid combat—to an aggressive soldier, killing his first enemy and
planning and executing successful ambushes in the jungle. Gillam was a regular point man and occasional
tunnel rat who fought below ground, an arena that few people knew about until after the war ended. By
January 1970 he had earned a Combat Infantry Badge and been promoted to Staff Sergeant.

Then Washington’s politics and military strategy took his battalion to the border of Cambodia. Search-and-
destroy missions became longer and deadlier. From January to May his unit hunted and killed the enemy in a
series of intense firefights, some of them in close combat. In those months Gillam was shot twice and struck
by shrapnel twice. He became a savage, strangling a soldier in hand-to-hand combat inside a lightless tunnel.
As his mid-summer date to return home approached, Gillam became fiercely determined to come home alive.
The ultimate test of that determination came during the Cambodian invasion. On his last night in Cambodia,
the enemy got inside the wire of the firebase, and the killing became close range and brutal.

Gillam left the Army in June 1970, and within two weeks of his last encounter with death, he was once again
a college student and destined to become a university professor. The nightmares and guilt about killing are
gone, and so is the callous on his soul. Life and Death in the Central Highlands is a gripping, personal
account of one soldier’s war in the Vietnam War.

Number 5 in the North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series

“Jim Gillam experienced real combat in his Vietnam tour. His stunning accounts of killing and avoiding
being killed ring true. Although wounded several times, Jim did not leave the field for treatment in a field
hospital, so he never generated the paperwork for a Purple Heart or two or three. Although he would be
appalled at the thought, his attention to duty was ‘lifer’ behavior, a concern for the well-being of his squad
that represents the best of NCO leadership in any army.”—Allan R. Millett, author of Semper Fidelis and
coauthor of A War to Be Won

“[Gillam] looks back on his experiences of Vietnam not solely as a participant in the war, but also with the
critical eye of a trained historian. . . . [He] uses an impressive array of after action reports, duty officer logs,
battlefield reports, and other primary source material, to back up and reinforce his recollections.”— Journal
of Military History review by James H. Willbanks, author of The Tet Offensive

“Gillam, a ‘shake and bake’ sergeant, presents a good account of small unit infantry action during the war.
He is very good at explaining the weaponry, tactics, and living conditions in the field.”—James E.
Westheider, author of The African-American Experience in Vietnam
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Mosier:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Life and Death in the
Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography
and Memoir Series), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Crystal Sanchez:

The e-book untitled Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War,
1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) is the guide that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in
the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Laurel Ramer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be study. Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant
in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Katherine Adkins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Life and Death
in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military
Biography and Memoir Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's



view.
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