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When President Harry Truman introduced the atomic bomb to the world in 1945, he described it as a God-
given harnessing of "the basic power of the universe." Six days later a New York Times editorial framed the
dilemma of the new Atomic Age for its readers: "Here the long pilgrimage of man on Earth turns towards
darkness or towards light." American nuclear scientists, aware of the dangers their work involved, referred to
one of their most critical experiments as "tickling the dragon's tail."

Even after Hiroshima and Nagasaki, most Americans may not have been sure what an atomic bomb was or
how it worked. But they did sense that it had fundamentally changed the future of the human race. In this
book, Robert Jacobs analyzes the early impact of nuclear weapons on American culture and society. He does
so by examining a broad range of stories, or "nuclear narratives," that sought to come to grips with the
implications of the bomb's unprecedented and almost unimaginable power.

Beginning with what he calls the "primary nuclear narrative," which depicted atomic power as a critical
agent of social change that would either destroy the world or transform it for the better, Jacobs explores a
variety of common themes and images related to the destructive power of the bomb, the effects of radiation,
and ways of surviving nuclear war. He looks at civil defense pamphlets, magazines, novels, and films to
recover the stories the U.S. government told its citizens and soldiers as well as those presented in popular
culture.

According to Jacobs, this early period of Cold War nuclear culture?from 1945 to the banning of above-
ground testing in 1963?was distinctive for two reasons: not only did atmospheric testing make Americans
keenly aware of the presence of nuclear weapons in their lives, but radioactive fallout from the tests also
made these weapons a serious threat to public health, separate from yet directly linked to the danger of
nuclear war.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

This The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Dragon's Tail:
Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Dragon's
Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nancy Lowery:

The e-book with title The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold
War) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

David Bolds:

The book untitled The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice study.

Lamar Carr:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Dragon's Tail: Americans
Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) to make your reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Dragon's Tail:
Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) can to be your brand new friend when



you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.

Download and Read Online The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the
Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) Robert Jacobs
#WJC64P1KEGR



Read The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture,
Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert Jacobs for online ebook

The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert Jacobs
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age
(Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert Jacobs books to read online.

Online The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the
Cold War) by Robert Jacobs ebook PDF download

The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert
Jacobs Doc

The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert Jacobs Mobipocket

The Dragon's Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) by Robert Jacobs EPub


