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The history of education can easily be described as theme and variation on one motif: reform. From Plato’s
critique of the Sophists in Protagoras to John Henry Newman’s considerations of education in The Idea of a
University in 1854, from the educational projects of Maria Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, and Loris Malaguzzi
in the 20th century to Kieran Egan’s call for a reimagination of education in the 21st, educators and
philosophers have regularly turned to two fundamental questions: “What is the purpose of an education?”
and “How is it to be achieved?” This is the essence of Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic Education
of Man. For Schiller, the salvation of education--and of man--lies in the realization of Beauty. Only Beauty,
in his thought, has the ability to ennoble both thinking and sentiment, and only Beauty can allow the human
person to awaken what he calls the “play impulse,” which manifests itself as “the extinction of time in time
and the reconciliation of becoming and absolute being, of variation with identity” (Fourteenth Letter). Play is
important to Schiller because play returns the human person to himself: “For, to declare once and for all,
Man plays only when he is in the full sense of the word a man, and he is only wholly Man when he is
playing” (Fifteenth Letter). It is important in times such as ours that we turn to philosophies of education that
emphasize not the utilitarian desires of governments and corporations but the simultaneously transcendent
and immanent qualities that reveal to us what it is to be human. Friedrich Schiller’s letters On the Aesthetic
Education of Man is such a text. Schiller does not provide us with a pedagogical strategy, nor does he offer
us a definitive answer as to what such an aesthetic education would look like. But he does indicate where we
should seek the right kinds of questions. (From the Foreword.)
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From reader reviews:

Karen McCarthy:

The e-book with title On the Aesthetic Education of Man posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Priscilla McNeil:

This On the Aesthetic Education of Man is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having On the Aesthetic
Education of Man in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Joseph Cole:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The On the Aesthetic
Education of Man will give you new experience in examining a book.

Bryant Booher:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this On the Aesthetic Education of Man can make
you experience more interested to read.
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