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What has planetary-scale computation done to our geopolitical realities? It takes different forms at different
scales -- from energy and mineral sourcing and subterranean cloud infrastructure to urban software and
massive universal addressing systems; from interfaces drawn by the augmentation of the hand and eye to
users identified by self -- quantification and the arrival of legions of sensors, algorithms, and robots.
Together, how do these distort and deform modern political geographies and produce new territories in their
own image?

In The Stack, Benjamin Bratton proposes that these different genres of computation -- smart grids, cloud
platforms, mobile apps, smart cities, the Internet of Things, automation -- can be seen not as so many species
evolving on their own, but as forming a coherent whole: an accidental megastructure called The Stack that is
both a computational apparatus and a new governing architecture. We are inside The Stack and it is inside of
us. 

In an account that is both theoretical and technical, drawing on political philosophy, architectural theory, and
software studies, Bratton explores six layers of The Stack: Earth,  Cloud,  City,  Address,  Interface,  User.
Each is mapped on its own terms and understood as a component within the larger whole built from hard and
soft systems intermingling -- not only computational forms but also social, human, and physical forces. This
model, informed by the logic of the multilayered structure of protocol "stacks," in which network
technologies operate within a modular and vertical order, offers a comprehensive image of our emerging
infrastructure and a platform for its ongoing reinvention. 

The Stack is an interdisciplinary design brief for a new geopolitics that works with and for planetary-scale
computation. Interweaving the continental, urban, and perceptual scales, it shows how we can better build,
dwell within, communicate with, and govern our worlds.

thestack.org
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software
Studies). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies). You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Amanda Acuna:

Here thing why this The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Stack: On Software
and Sovereignty (Software Studies) in e-book can be your alternate.

Harry Anderson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies), you are able to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a publication.

Robert Murphy:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the



knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Stack: On
Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies).
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