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When he created the character Dave Robicheaux, author James Lee Burke lent the New Orleans homicide
detective a few of his own characteristics: a daughter named Alafair, a lifetime struggle with alcohol, his
Roman Catholic faith, and his love for fishing and the outdoors. On the other hand, Robicheaux is portrayed
as a veteran of the Vietnam war, something Burke never experienced firsthand. Yet the demons Burke has
known allow him to write convincingly about demons he never knew. Thus Burke has created a realistic,
complex and compelling protagonist for his crime fiction series. That depth is one element that elevates
Burke s writing above the status of genre fiction. This book explores how James Lee Burke, through the first
person narrative of detective Dave Robicheaux, probes the world of law and order, crime and disorder, and
one man s internal conflicts with modern moral issues. The first chapter reveals the similarities and
differences between real life creator and fictional protagonist. Next, chapters arranged by theme explore the
roles of women, Robicheaux s paternal side as revealed through his adopted daughter, the paternal influences
in the detective s own life, and the contrasting personality of his half-brother, Jimmie. The next chapters
probe the roots of the detective s moral dilemmas: his battle with alcohol, the Vietnam war s lingering
trauma, and religion. Next the author explores Burke s use of the supernatural, sense of place, and music to
deepen his stories. Final chapters delve into Robicheaux s moral quandaries as a law enforcement officer, the
character s contrast to his reckless and funny partner, Clete, and how Burke reveals truths about life through
Robicheaux. An interview with Burke is included.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept James Lee Burke
And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A Critical Study of the Crime Fiction Series (Critical Study of the Crime
Fiction) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled
James Lee Burke And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A Critical Study of the Crime Fiction Series (Critical
Study of the Crime Fiction)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Trevor Cianciolo:

James Lee Burke And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A Critical Study of the Crime Fiction Series (Critical
Study of the Crime Fiction) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing James Lee Burke And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A Critical
Study of the Crime Fiction Series (Critical Study of the Crime Fiction) but doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Dominic Maddock:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually James Lee Burke And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A
Critical Study of the Crime Fiction Series (Critical Study of the Crime Fiction) why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Wanda Riddle:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication James Lee Burke And the Soul of Dave Robicheaux: A Critical Study of the
Crime Fiction Series (Critical Study of the Crime Fiction) was filled with regards to science. Spend your



time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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