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Modernity and Power provides a fresh conceptual overview of twentieth-century United States foreign
policy, from the Roosevelt and Taft administrations through the presidencies of Kennedy and Johnson.
Beginning with Woodrow Wilson, American leaders gradually abandoned the idea of international relations
as a game of geopolitical interplays, basing their diplomacy instead on a symbolic opposition between
"world public opinion" and the forces of destruction and chaos. Frank Ninkovich provocatively links this
policy shift to the rise of a distinctly modernist view of history.

To emphasize the central role of symbolism and ideological assumptions in twentieth-century American
statesmanship, Ninkovich focuses on the domino theory—a theory that departed radically from classic
principles of political realism by sanctioning intervention in world regions with few financial or geographic
claims on the national interest. Ninkovich insightfully traces the development of this global strategy from its
first appearance early in the century through the Vietnam war.

Throughout the book, Ninkovich draws on primary sources to recover the worldview of the policy makers.
He carefully assesses the coherence of their views rather than judge their actions against "objective" realities.
Offering a new alternative to realpolitic and economic explanations of foreign policy, Modernity and Power
will change the way we think about the history of U.S. international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

This Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Modernity and Power:
A History of the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century can be one of several great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino
Theory in the Twentieth Century giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Clark:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in
the Twentieth Century can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Samuel Rascon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Modernity and Power: A History of
the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Modernity and Power: A History of
the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century become your own starter.

Robert Nobles:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century will give you



a new experience in looking at a book.
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