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Master story teller Marc Mappen applies a generational perspective to the gangsters of the Prohibition
era—men born in the quarter century span from 1880 to 1905—who came to power with the Eighteenth
Amendment.

On January 16, 1920, the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution went into effect in the United States,
“outlawing the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors.” A group of young criminals from
immigrant backgrounds in cities around the nation stepped forward to disobey the law of the land in order to
provide alcohol to thirsty Americans.

Today the names of these young men—Al Capone, Lucky Luciano, Dutch Schultz, Legs Diamond, Nucky
Johnson—are more familiar than ever, thanks in part to such cable programs as Boardwalk Empire. Here,
Mappen strips way the many myths and legends from television and movies to describe the lives these
gangsters lived and the battles they fought. Placing their criminal activities within the context of the issues
facing the nation, from the Great Depression, government crackdowns, and politics to sexual morality,
immigration, and ethnicity, he also recounts what befell this villainous group as the decades unwound.

Making use of FBI and other government files, trial transcripts, and the latest scholarship, the book provides
a lively narrative of shootouts, car chases, courtroom clashes, wire tapping, and rub-outs in the roaring
1920s, the Depression of the 1930s, and beyond. Mappen asserts that Prohibition changed organized crime in
America. Although their activities were mercenary and violent, and they often sought to kill one another, the
Prohibition generation built partnerships, assigned territories, and negotiated treaties, however short lived.
They were able to transform the loosely associated gangs of the pre-Prohibition era into sophisticated,
complex syndicates. In doing so, they inspired an enduring icon—the gangster—in American popular culture
and demonstrated the nation’s ideals of innovation and initiative.

View a three minute video of Marc Mappen speaking about Prohibition Gangsters.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Prohibition Gangsters: The Rise and Fall of
a Bad Generation is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Fujita:

The book untitled Prohibition Gangsters: The Rise and Fall of a Bad Generation contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Thomas Burke:

You will get this Prohibition Gangsters: The Rise and Fall of a Bad Generation by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.

Michael Grammer:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Prohibition Gangsters: The Rise and Fall of a Bad Generation can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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