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Beginning in the 1950s, the theory of modernization emerged as the dominant paradigm of economic, social,
and political development within the American foreign policy establishment. Purporting to explain the stages
through which all nations pass on the road to industrial modernity, it provided a rationale for a broad range
of cultural and political projects aimed at fostering Third World growth while simultaneously combating
communism.

But modernization theory was more than simply an expression of Cold War ideology. As the essays in this
volume show, the ideal of modernization proliferated throughout the postcolonial world and across
ideological lines in places as diverse as East Asia, Southern Africa, and South Asia. Indeed, it was embraced
by all who shared the American enthusiasm for the increased production and higher standards of living
promised by industrialization -enemies and allies alike.

Situating modernization theory historically, Staging Growth avoids conventional chronologies and categories
of analysis, particularly the traditional focus on conflicts between major powers. The contributors employ a
variety of approaches-from economic and intellectual history to cultural criticism and biography-to shed
fresh light on the global forces that shaped the Cold War and its legacies. Most of the pieces are comparative,
exploring how different countries and cultures have grappled with the implications of modern development.
At the same time, all of the essays address similar fundamental questions. Is modernization the same thing as
Westernization? Is the idea of modernization universally valid? Do countries follow similar trajectories as
they undertake development? Does modernization bring about globalization?

In addition to the editors and Akira Iriye, contributors include Michael Adas, Laura Belmonte, Gregg
Andrew Brazinsky, Christina Klein, J. Victor Koschmann, and Michael R. Mahoney.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Staging Growth: Modernization, Development,
and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
in search of best book or suited book with you?

Susan Swain:

This Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the
Cold War) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Staging Growth: Modernization,
Development, and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) without we understand teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Staging Growth:
Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) can bring if
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War
(Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Myra Coronado:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Staging Growth: Modernization,
Development, and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Staging Growth:
Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) become your
own personal starter.

Kim Free:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't



work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the
Global Cold War (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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