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Concerned about sanitation during a severe bout of plague in Milan, Leonardo da Vinci designed an ideal,
clean city. Leonardo was far from alone among his contemporaries in thinking about personal and public
hygiene, as Douglas Biow shows in The Culture of Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy. A concern for
cleanliness, he argues, was everywhere in the Renaissance.Anxieties about cleanliness were expressed in
literature from humanist panegyrics to bawdy carnival songs, as well as in the visual arts. Biow surveys them
all to explain why the topic so permeated Renaissance culture. At one level, cleanliness, he documents, was a
matter of real concern in the Renaissance. At another, he finds, issues such as human dignity, self-respect,
self-discipline, social distinction, and originality were rethought as a matter of artistic concern.The Culture of
Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy moves from the clean to the unclean, from the lofty to the base. Biow first
examines the socially elevated, who defined and distinguished themselves as clean, pure, and polite. He then
turns to soap, an increasingly common commodity in this period, and the figure of the washerwoman. Finally
he focuses on latrines, which were universally scorned yet functioned artistically as figures of baseness,
creativity, and fun in the works of Dante and Boccaccio. Paralleling this social stratification is a hierarchy of
literary and visual artifacts, from the discourse of high humanism to filthy curses and scatological songs.
Deftly bringing together high and low-as well as literary and visual-cultures, this book provides a fresh
perspective on the Italian Renaissance and its artistic legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Ruben Martin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Culture of Cleanliness in
Renaissance Italy book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Beverly Barber:

This The Culture of Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy is great publication for you because the content that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Culture of
Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but
this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?

Gerri Pettit:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Culture of Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Ethel Orr:

You can obtain this The Culture of Cleanliness in Renaissance Italy by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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