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A rigorously argued and lively interpretation of the transformation of the Soviet system, the disintegration of
the Soviet state, the end of the Cold War, and the role of Mikhail Gorbachev. Written by a leading authority
on Soviet politics, this thoroughly researched book draws on new archival sources and puts perestroika in
fresh perspective.

Perestroika began as an attempt by a minority within the leadership of the Communist Party to reform the
Soviet system. The decisive role was played by the new General Secretary, Mikhail Gorbachev. Perestroika
(reconstruction) developed into an attempt to move from Communism to competitive elections and a market
economy of a social democratic type. This 'revolution from above' had profound consequences, both
intended and unintended. The latter included the dissolution of the Soviet state. Four of the ten chapters were
written in 'real time' - in the second half of the 1980s while perestroika was still underway. The other six
chapters provide an up-to-date discussion of such important issues as the stimuli to perestroika, its
intellectual origins and development, its influence on other countries and their influence on developments in
the Soviet Union, and the ending of the Cold War.

Archie Brown takes issue with a number of popular interpretations of perestroika - and of the end of the Cold
War - and draws on new archival sources in a book which is both clearly and vigorously argued and well
documented.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Seven Years that Changed the World: Perestroika in
Perspective. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Seven Years that Changed the World: Perestroika in Perspective. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Marie Aultman:

This book untitled Seven Years that Changed the World: Perestroika in Perspective to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Gary Games:

Typically the book Seven Years that Changed the World: Perestroika in Perspective has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this book.

Willie Bergeron:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Seven Years that Changed the World: Perestroika in Perspective when you essential it?
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