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The Council of Trent (1545–1563), the Catholic Church’s attempt to put its house in order in response to the
Protestant Reformation, has long been praised and blamed for things it never did. Now, in this first full one-
volume history in modern times, John W. O’Malley brings to life the volatile issues that pushed several Holy
Roman emperors, kings and queens of France, and five popes—and all of Europe with them—repeatedly to
the brink of disaster.

During the council’s eighteen years, war and threat of war among the key players, as well as the Ottoman
Turks’ onslaught against Christendom, turned the council into a perilous enterprise. Its leaders declined to
make a pronouncement on war against infidels, but Trent’s most glaring and ironic silence was on the
authority of the papacy itself. The popes, who reigned as Italian monarchs while serving as pastors, did
everything in their power to keep papal reform out of the council’s hands—and their power was
considerable. O’Malley shows how the council pursued its contentious parallel agenda of reforming the
Church while simultaneously asserting Catholic doctrine.

Like What Happened at Vatican II, O’Malley’s Trent: What Happened at the Council strips mythology from
historical truth while providing a clear, concise, and fascinating account of a pivotal episode in Church
history. In celebration of the 450th anniversary of the council’s closing, it sets the record straight about the
much misunderstood failures and achievements of this critical moment in European history.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Trent:
What Happened at the Council.

Richard Forbes:

Trent: What Happened at the Council can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Trent: What Happened at the Council
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Thomas Brown:

This Trent: What Happened at the Council is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Trent: What
Happened at the Council in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Amy Osburn:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Trent: What Happened at the Council when you desired it?
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