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Organized baseball has survived its share of difficult times, and never was the state of the game more
imperiled than during the Great Depression. Or was it? Remarkably, during the economic upheavals of the
Depression none of the sixteen Major League Baseball teams folded or moved. In this economist’s look at
the sport as a business between 1929 and 1941, David George Surdam argues that although it was a very
tough decade for baseball, the downturn didn’t happen immediately. The 1930 season, after the stock market
crash, had record attendance. But by 1931 attendance began to fall rapidly, plummeting 40 percent by 1933.

To adjust, teams reduced expenses by cutting coaches and hiring player-managers. While even the best
players, such as Babe Ruth, were forced to take pay cuts, most players continued to earn the same pay in
terms of purchasing power. Off the field, owners devised innovative solutions to keep the game afloat,
including the development of the Minor League farm system, night baseball, and the first radio broadcasts to
diversify teams’ income sources.

Using research from primary documents, Surdam analyzes how the economic structure and operations side
of Major League Baseball during the Depression took a beating but managed to endure, albeit changed by
the societal forces of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats:
How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression to read.

Cathy Spearman:

The reserve with title Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Meredith Daugherty:

You can obtain this Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.

Bruce Sandlin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Wins, Losses, and Empty Seats: How Baseball Outlasted the Great Depression. You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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