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Authentic Fakes explores the religious dimensions of American popular culture in unexpected places:
baseball, the Human Genome Project, Coca-Cola, rock 'n' roll, the rhetoric of Ronald Reagan, the charisma
of Jim Jones, Tupperware, and the free market, to name a few. Chidester travels through the cultural
landscape and discovers the role that fakery—in the guise of frauds, charlatans, inventions, and
simulations—plays in creating religious experience. His book is at once an incisive analysis of the
relationship between religion and popular culture and a celebration of the myriad ways in which invention
can stimulate the religious imagination.

Moving beyond American borders, Chidester considers the religion of McDonald’s and Disney, the
discourse of W.E.B. Du Bois and the American movement in Southern Africa, the messianic promise of
Nelson Mandela’s 1990 tour to America, and more. He also looks at the creative possibilities of the Internet
in such phenomena as Discordianism, the Holy Order of the Cheeseburger, and a range of similar inventions.
Arguing throughout that religious fakes can do authentic religious work, and that American popular culture
is the space of that creative labor, Chidester looks toward a future “pregnant with the possibilities of new
kinds of authenticity.”
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Authentic Fakes: Religion and American Popular Culture. Try to
make the book Authentic Fakes: Religion and American Popular Culture as your friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lauren Joseph:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Authentic Fakes: Religion and
American Popular Culture book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Cheryl Phelps:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the publication untitled Authentic Fakes: Religion and American Popular Culture can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mark Carlton:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Authentic Fakes: Religion and American
Popular Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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