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Alan Nadel provides a unique analysis of the rise of American postmodernism by viewing it as a breakdown
in Cold War cultural narratives of containment. These narratives, which embodied an American postwar
foreign policy charged with checking the spread of Communism, also operated, Nadel argues, within a wide
spectrum of cultural life in the United States to contain atomic secrets, sexual license, gender roles, nuclear
energy, and artistic expression. Because these narratives were deployed in films, books, and magazines at a
time when American culture was for the first time able to dominate global entertainment and capitalize on
global production, containment became one of the most widely disseminated and highly privileged national
narratives in history.
Examining a broad sweep of American culture, from the work of George Kennan to Playboy Magazine, from
the movies of Doris Day and Walt Disney to those of Cecil B. DeMille and Alfred Hitchcock, from James
Bond to Holden Caulfield, Nadel discloses the remarkable pervasiveness of the containment narrative.
Drawing subtly on insights provided by contemporary theorists, including Baudrillard, Foucault, Jameson,
Sedgwick, Certeau, and Hayden White, he situates the rhetoric of the Cold War within a gendered narrative
powered by the unspoken potency of the atom. He then traces the breakdown of this discourse of
containment through such events as the Bay of Pigs invasion and the Free Speech Movement at Berkeley,
and ties its collapse to the onset of American postmodernism, typified by works such as Catch–22 and The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valence.
An important work of cultural criticism, Containment Culture links atomic power with postmodernism and
postwar politics, and shows how a multifarious national policy can become part of a nation’s cultural agenda
and a source of meaning for its citizenry.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this Containment Culture: American Narratives,
Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (New Americanists) to read.

Florence Taylor:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Containment Culture: American
Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (New Americanists) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Leslie James:

The guide with title Containment Culture: American Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (New
Americanists) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Lola Behrendt:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Containment Culture: American Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (New Americanists)
we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to
read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
by this book Containment Culture: American Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (New
Americanists). You can more desirable than now.
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