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The "holy poor" have long maintained an elite status within Christianity. Differing from the "real" poor,
these clergymen, teachers, and ascetics have historically been viewed by their fellow Christians as persons
who should receive material support in exchange for offering immeasurable immaterial benefits—teaching,
preaching, and prayer. Supporting them—quite as much as supporting the real poor—has been a way to
accumulate eventual treasure in heaven. Yet from the rise of Christian monasticism in Egypt and Syria to
present day, Christians have argued fiercely about whether monks should work to support themselves.

In Treasure in Heaven, renowned historian Peter Brown shifts attention from Western to Eastern
Christianity, introducing us to this smoldering debate that took place across the entire Middle East from the
Euphrates to the Nile. Seen against the backdrop of Asia, Christianity might have opted for a Buddhist model
by which holy monks lived by begging alone. Instead, the monks of Egypt upheld an alternative model that
linked the monk to humanity and the monastery to society through acceptance of the common, human bond
of work. This model of Third World Christianity—a Christianity that we all too easily associate with the
West—eventually became the basis for the monasticism of western Europe, as well as for modern Western
attitudes to charity and labor. In Treasure in Heaven, Brown shows how and why we are still living—at
times uncomfortably—with that choice.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures).

Grady Comer:

The reason? Because this Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Danielle Burdette:

This Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures) is brand new way for you
who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures) can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Ashley Robinette:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early
Christianity (Richard Lectures) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step



for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Treasure in Heaven:
The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures).
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