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Michael Steinberg's highly successful listener's guides--The Symphony and The Concerto--have been
universally praised for their blend of captivating biography, crystal clear musical analysis, and delightful
humor. Now Steinberg follows these two greatly admired volumes with Choral Masterworks, the only such
guide available to this most popular of musical forms.
Here are more than fifty illuminating essays on the classic choral masterworks, ranging from Handel's
Messiah, Bach's Mass in B Minor, and Beethoven's Missa solemnis, to works by Haydn, Brahms,
Mendelssohn, and many others. Steinberg spans the entire history of classical music, from such giants of the
Romantic era as Verdi and Berlioz, to leading modern composers such as Elgar, Rachmaninoff, Vaughan
Williams, and Stravinsky, to contemporary masters such as John Adams and Charles Wuorinen. For each
piece, Steinberg includes a fascinating biographical account of the work's genesis, often spiced with
wonderful asides. The author includes an astute musical analysis of each piece, one that casual music lovers
can easily appreciate and that more serious fans will find invaluable. The book also provides basic
information such as the various movements of the work, the organization of the chorus and orchestra, and
brief historical notes on early performances.
More than twenty million Americans perform regularly in choirs or choruses. Choral Masterworks will
appeal not only to concert goers and CD collectors, but also to this vast multitude of choral performers, an
especially engaged and active community.

"What sets Steinberg's writing apart is its appealing mixture of impregnable authority (he knows this music)
and purely personal asides (by the end of the book, we know this man). Choral Masterworks can be read by
anybody, from a professional musician to any young listener newly braced by the stoic pessimism of the
Brahms 'German Requiem.'" --Washington Post Book World
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From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide.

Charles Trask:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Choral Masterworks: A
Listener's Guide is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Amy Christensen:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Choral Masterworks: A
Listener's Guide has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually
are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.

Cassandra Harvey:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Choral Masterworks: A Listener's
Guide. You can more inviting than now.
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