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Winner of the 2010 Clinton Jackson Coley Award for the best book on local history from the Alabama
Historical Association

Early in 1966, African Americans in rural Lowndes County, Alabama, aided by activists from the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), established an all-black, independent political party called
the Lowndes County Freedom Organization (LCFO). The group, whose ballot symbol was a snarling black
panther, was formed in part to protest the barriers to black enfranchisement that had for decades kept every
single African American of voting age off the county’s registration books. Even after the passage of the
Voting Rights Act, most African Americans in this overwhelmingly black county remained too scared even
to try to register. Their fear stemmed from the county’s long, bloody history of whites retaliating against
blacks who strove to exert the freedom granted to them after the Civil War.

Amid this environment of intimidation and disempowerment, African Americans in Lowndes County viewed
the LCFO as the best vehicle for concrete change. Their radical experiment in democratic politics inspired
black people throughout the country, from SNCC organizer Stokely Carmichael who used the Lowndes
County program as the blueprint for Black Power, to California-based activists Bobby Seale and Huey P.
Newton, who adopted the LCFO panther as the namesake for their new, grassroots organization: the Black
Panther Party for Self Defense. This party and its adopted symbol went on to become the national
organization of black militancy in the 1960s and 1970s, yet long-obscured is the crucial role that Lowndes
County “historically a bastion of white supremacy” played in spurring black activists nationwide to fight for
civil and human rights in new and more radical ways.

Drawing on an impressive array of sources ranging from government documents to personal interviews with
Lowndes County residents and SNCC activists, Hasan Kwame Jeffries tells, for the first time, the remarkable
full story of the Lowndes County freedom struggle and its contribution to the larger civil rights movement.
Bridging the gaping hole in the literature between civil rights organizing and Black Power politics, Bloody
Lowndes offers a new paradigm for understanding the civil rights movement.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt.

Carissa Taylor:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black
Power in Alabama's Black Belt why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

David Smith:

This Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black
Belt in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Antonette Schneider:

Beside this kind of Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt in your phone,
it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's
Black Belt because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book
but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still



want to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!
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