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At two o'clock in the morning on 27 April 1865, seven miles north of Memphis on the Mississippi, the
sidewheel steamboat Sultana's boilers suddenly exploded. Legally registered to carry 376 people, the boat
was packed with 2,100 recently released Union prisoners-of-war. Over 1,700 people died, making it the
worst marine disaster in U.S. history. This book looks at the disaster through the eyes of the victims
themselves. It offers a concise, minute-by-minute account on the cause of the explosion and its effect on
different parts of the boat.

To focus on the personal stories of the victims, both civilian and soldier, Gene Eric Salecker patiently
collected material from hundreds of letters, period newspaper stories, and other sources. Readers are first
introduced to victims while they are languishing in Confederate prisons and follow their release to an
exchange camp outside of Vicksburg to their eventual crowding onto the Sultana. His knowledgeable
narrative is interwoven with individual reminiscences, including those of the heroic rescuers. He offers
unprecedented details about the captain's handling of the steamboat and corrects some long-held myths about
the placement of the soldiers on the Sultana and newspaper coverage of the disaster.

A large portion of the book covers rescue attempts, both successful and failed, and the aftermath of the
disaster as it affected those involved. With its emphasis on the human-interest aspect of the Sultana, this
book brings to the literature a critical point of view and much new information.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Kelly:

Here thing why this kind of Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that
similar with Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 in e-book can be your alternate.

Lola Taylor:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Disaster on the Mississippi: The
Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dennis Lewis:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Disaster on the Mississippi: The
Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sean Ward:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Disaster on the
Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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