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African-Americans have had an ambivalent relationship with the Constitution for more than two hundred
years. Throughout most of American history, racist interpretations of the Constitution have sanctioned a
legal system supportive of slavery, marked blacks as inferiors, rendered them politically powerless, and
denied them justice and access to society's resources. Yet both black and white opponents of slavery and
racial subordination--from antebellum abolitionists to twentieth-century civil rights leaders--have found
principles in the Constitution that support their demands for freedom, citizenship, and equality.
In Promises to Keep, Donald G. Nieman tells the story of this paradoxical relationship, tracing it from the
birth of the Republic to current battles over school segregation, voting rights, and affirmative action. While
Nieman examines the devastating effects of constitutionally sanctioned racism on the lives of African-
Americans, he also shows how blacks and their white allies have been active agents of constitutional change
since the early nineteenth century, forging an egalitarian constitutionalism and using it to press a reluctant
nation to honor its long-deferred promise of equality. Compact, lively, and readable, Promises to Keep
illuminates the past and offers a fresh perspective on the current debate over civil rights, showing how it too
often ignores the tragic history of law and race in America.
This is the first volume of Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights, an important series co-sponsored by the
Organization of American Historians and Oxford University Press, under the general editorship of Kermit L.
Hall.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional
Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights). Try to make the book Promises to
Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill
of Rights) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Ross:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Promises to Keep: African-
Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) book
as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lynn Lambert:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays
on the Bill of Rights) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The
Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays
on the Bill of Rights) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jose Enriquez:

This Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order, 1776 to the Present (Bicentennial
Essays on the Bill of Rights) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still



having little bit of digest in reading this Promises to Keep: African-Americans and the Constitutional Order,
1776 to the Present (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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