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Surveillance of private citizens is increasing in the US and abroad. This book explores the frontiers of legal
theory within the United States with regards to modern surveillance and its effects on human rights.

Alexander Avakov briefly shares his personal experiences, first in the Soviet Union with the KGB and then
with the American national security state, outlines various ways in which surveillance of citizens is
increasing, then examines the bases of our expectations of liberty, from Plato to the US Constitution.

America, he shows, declared high-minded legal ideals but has consistently cheated in their implementation.
There is logic, tradition, and a stable modus operandi in the way the American security apparatus violates the
Constitution. This book analyzes this socio-pathology of law in the U.S. with regards to national security
beliefs.

He gives an overview of documents he was able to receive pursuant the Freedom of Information Act mostly
blacked out, although they describe his own suspicious activities, i.e. letter-writing. He broadens the
discussion to address the wider issue of electronic surveillance by the government. Former CIA and FBI
director William Webster describes the agencies use of spiderweb electronic surveillance against "foreign
agents" with breathtaking directness.

Avakov then examines the art of electronic surveillance as well as the extent of modern total surveillance,
with a consideration of the impact of electronic surveillance on rights, and the philosophical basis for the
connection between rights and privacy.

Without privacy, there is no autonomy of person; without autonomy of person, there is no freedom. Yet the
United States government employs several legal mechanisms, especially against foreign intelligence agents,
which hinge on innovative uses of electronic surveillance. Such techniques include the use of friendly
countries intelligence services and Echelon to avoid the ticklish problem of obtaining warrants.

The information collected by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISC) used to be barred from
presentation in criminal court as evidence, because it entailed a much weaker probable cause requirement
than domestic surveillance. However, developments in connection with the war on terror, such as the USA
Patriot Act, allow the US government use of FISC surveillance information for criminal persecution. The
resultant weakening of the exclusionary rule and due process in general violate the Constitution.

The history of political spying in the US, as well as warnings by US legal authorities, point to the dangers of
electronic surveillance to human rights.

The author concludes with a discussion of practical solutions to counter these dangers as suggested in a
number of publications.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Plato's Dreams Realized:
Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Plato's Dreams Realized:
Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI become your current starter.

Sadie McBride:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Plato's Dreams
Realized: Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Theresa Piercy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Plato's Dreams Realized:
Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Plato's Dreams Realized: Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI.

Shannon Thomas:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Plato's Dreams Realized: Surveillance and Citizen
Rights, from KGB to FBI was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Plato's
Dreams Realized: Surveillance and Citizen Rights, from KGB to FBI has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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