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The Renaissance was a diverse phenomenon, marked by innovation and economic expansion, the rise of
powerful rulers, religious reforms, and social change. Encompassing the entire continent, Renaissance
Architecture examines the rich variety of buildings that emerged during these seminal centuries of European
history.

Although marked by the rise of powerful individuals, both patrons and architects, the Renaissance was
equally a time of growing group identities and communities -- and architecture provided the public face to
these new identities. Religious reforms in northern Europe, spurred on by Martin Luther, rejected traditional
church function and decoration, and proposed new models. Political ambitions required new buildings to
satisfy court rituals. Territory, nature, and art intersected to shape new landscapes and building types.
Classicism came to be the international language of an educated architect and an ambitious patron, drawing
on the legacy of ancient Rome. Yet the richness of the medieval tradition continued to be used throughout
Europe, often alongside classical buildings.

Examining each of these areas by turn, this book offers a broad cultural history of the period as well as a
completely new approach to the history of Renaissance architecture. The work of well-known architects such
as Michelangelo and Andrea Palladio is examined alongside lesser known though no less innovative
designers such as Juan Guas in Portugal and Benedikt Ried in Prague and Eastern Europe. Drawing on the
latest research, it also covers more recent areas of interest such as the story of women as patrons and the
emotional effect of Renaissance buildings, as well as the impact of architectural publications and travel on
the emerging new architectural culture across Europe. As such, it provides a compelling introduction to the
subject for all those interested in the history of architecture, society, and culture in the Renaissance, and
European culture in general.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History
of Art) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Enrique Myers:

Often the book Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of Art) has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Roger Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Renaissance Architecture (Oxford
History of Art) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Renaissance Architecture
(Oxford History of Art) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Edward McCain:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of Art). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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