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Richard Holmes, prize-winning biographer of Coleridge and Shelley, explores the scientific ferment that
swept across Britain at the end of 18th century in his ground-breaking new biography 'The Age of Wonder'.
'The Age of Wonder' is Richard Holmes's first major work of biography in over a decade. It has been
inspired by the scientific ferment that swept through Britain at the end of the eighteenth century, 'The Age of
Wonder' and which Holmes now radically redefines as 'the revolution of Romantic Science'. The book opens
with Joseph Banks, botanist on Captain Cook's first Endeavour voyage, stepping onto a Tahitian beach in
1769, hoping to discover Paradise. Many other voyages of discovery swiftly follow, while Banks, now
President of the Royal Society in London, becomes our narrative guide to what truly emerges as an Age of
Wonder. Banks introduces us to the two scientific figures that dominate the book: astronomer William
Herschel and chemist Humphry Davy.Herschel's tireless dedication to the stars, assisted (and perhaps
rivalled) by his comet-finding sister Caroline, changed forever the public conception of the solar system, the
Milky Way galaxy and the meaning of the universe itself. Davy first shocked the scientific community with
his near-suicidal gas experiments in Bristol, then went on to save thousands of lives with his Safety Lamp
and established British chemistry as the leading professional science in Europe. But at the cost, perhaps, of
his own heart. Holmes proposes a radical vision of science before Darwin, exploring the earliest ideas of
deep time and deep space, the creative rivalry with the French scientific establishment, and the startling
impact of discovery on great writers and poets such as Mary Shelley, Coleridge, Byron and Keats.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic
Generation Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Science book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Scott Seward:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Age of Wonder:
How the Romantic Generation Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Science suitable to you? Often the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic
Generation Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Scienceis the main one of several books that will everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Michael Walker:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Age of Wonder: How the
Romantic Generation Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Science is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Burns:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic Generation
Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Science was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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